FilNet - the association of Filipino-Canadians in Information Technology in BC

Minutes of meeting held Dec. 10th, 1999 

Location: Manny Masongsong's residence, North Delta, BC

Scheduled start time:
7:30 pm

Attendees:

Dean Guzman

De Malong

Eduardo Marquez

Gam De Armas

Irene Balao

Jimmy Arzadon

Joseph Solis

Manny Masongsong

Poch Piezas

Roy Dumagpi

Vic Ingco

Facilitator/Meeting Coordinator: Manny Masongsong

Thanks to all those who contributed to our light meal and refreshments.

TOPICS COVERED AND DECISIONS TAKEN:

	ISSUE/TOPIC
	DECISION/ UPDATE
	RESPONSIBILITY

(FOLLOW-UP ACTION)
	COMMENTS / ADDITIONAL DETAILS

	Introduction of members
	The attendees were introduced to each other.
	
	

	Meeting Agenda
	The purpose of today's meeting and topics to cover was presented to the attendees (as per earlier distribution).
	
	

	Minutes of last meeting
	The minutes of the Nov. 6th meeting was reviewed. Manny made a correction regarding an error in the list of names for submission to BC Societies.
	
	Poch Piezas was listed in the minutes as one of the applicants whose names are to be submitted to the government for registration. However, during the last meeting, Cal Venida who was present at the meeting was actually chosen. After accepting our apologies during a telephone call, Cal indicated that he is happy to have Poch on the list and would be willing to have his name added if no one else is available.

	Update on FilNet application as a Society
	Although first and second on our list, neither FilNet nor Filtech was accepted because we did not include the word "Society" as part of the name. As a result, FITS was tentatively registered. 

A decision was made to re-submit the application with the same order list, but this time to include "Society" as part of our group's name. It was also decided that $30 is a small amount to pay to get the name that we really want.
	Art will re-submit the application for registration and will advise the group as soon as it's done.
	Art Mendoza was unable to attend. However, he provided Manny with the result of the name search which Manny passed on to the group during the meeting.



	Fees
	We will maintain our annual $20 fee for regular and associate members. Student membership fee will be a token $5 and Honorary Members, free.
	Manny Masongsong will update our existing documents including the web contents to reflect this decision and re-distribute.
	In addition to the Introduction to FilNet and FilNet Code of Ethics, FilNet's formal by-laws will be introduced for approval as part of our application as a non-profit Society.

	Proposals for formal by-laws
	Our by-laws will include the following:

· The group's objectives and other criteria as specified in the existing FilNet documents

· When and how frequent the general meetings should be - BC Societies Act requires at least an annual meeting

· Positions within the Board of Directors as required by the BC Societies Act (see next topic)

· Term of Office - elections to be held every two years. The president cannot hold office for two consecutive terms. 

· An annual financial statement will be issued and made public.

· Each meeting shall have an agenda and a record of all discussions and decisions.

· There will be trustees, independent of the board who will authorize the release of funds for awards, scholarships, donations and other approved purposes.
	Irene Balao is to collect some of the other Society By-laws to be used as a template for FilNet. Poch Piezas will also refer to the Ateneo Alumni by-laws.

Those who are in the Board Member application list will draft the by-laws as specified under the BC Society's Act and using Irene's and Poch's sample by-laws.


	We will hold our first elections after our official registration, then hold a formal induction ceremony which will also serve as our first fund raising affair.

The purpose of the trustees is to ensure that any funds raised and maintained within FilNet accounts would be used only for authorized purposes consistent with the goals and objectives of FilNet.

	Formalization of positions for Board of Directors
	At a minimum, FilNet shall have the following officers or Members of the Board of Directors:

· President (or Chairman)

· Vice President

· Secretary

· Treasurer

· Public/Press Relations Officer

· Other positions may be identified by the time the by-laws are drafted.
	See above responsibilities for the by-laws.
	These positions are a requirement for registration as a non-profit society under the BC Society's Act.

Initially, FilNet was going to be as informal as possible with tasks assigned to various committees. However, because of formal requirements, we have to establish an organizational structure with responsibilities assigned to those elected in these positions. Committees would still exist under this new scenario.

	Christmas dinner party
	Manny contacted the Barrio Fiesta Restaurant and was advised that we can only make reservations for dinner prior to 9 pm. The busiest periods are Friday and Saturday evenings.

Minimum charge will be $10 per person.

This is for those who are interested in having a dinner together prior to Christmas.
	Manny to send out invitations for those who are interested.
	Barrio Fiesta has kareoke facilities for those who are interested in singing. However, we were advised that they are rarely used because some clients prefer to have quiet, peaceful and pleasant dinners.

	Government Grants
	It was suggested that FilNet apply for BC government grants that might be available for cultural purposes.
	Manny to check into this.
	

	Members in Good Standing
	We will establish criteria for this. We have to know who are members are, verify references and ensure they are actually who they claim they are.

Those who apply for Associate Membership must be sponsored by a member in good standing.

Honorary Membership shall be awarded to those who either make a major contribution to our cause or recognized by FilNet because of their achievements or standing in the community.
	Manny to include technical and professional qualifications as part of FilNet membership application form.

All FilNet members are to complete this form once we are fully established as a society.
	Kathy Llamas of PhilRadio is FilNet's first Honorary Member. She is based in Florida and has offered to make public announcements on our behalf.

	Next meeting
	The next meeting will be held from 3-5 pm on January 8, 2000 at De Malong's residence in Guildford.
	De will be sending out his address and directions to his home.
	De's residence is close to Guildford Shopping Mall. This will be FilNet's first meeting of the new millinium.


Minutes prepared by:

Manny Masongsong

December 20, 1999

