FilNet - the association of Filipino-Canadians in Information Technology in BC

Minutes of meeting held Nov. 6th, 1999 

Location: Art Mendoza's residence, Port Coquitlam

Scheduled start time:
2:00 pm

Attendees:

Art Mendoza

Cal Venida

Ed Alban

Grace Amado

Kennedy Velasco

Manny Masongsong

Mario Pinili

Michael Mirano

Roy Dumagpi

Saturnino Arena

Vic Ingco (came after the meeting)

Facilitator/Meeting Coordinator: Art Mendoza

The meeting started at about 3:30 p.m. due to bad weather and late arrivals.

TOPICS COVERED AND DECISIONS TAKEN:

ISSUE/TOPIC
DECISION/ UPDATE
RESPONSIBILITY

(FOLLOW-UP ACTION)
COMMENTS

Registering FilNet as a non-profit society under the BC Society's ACT
Art, as per the last meeting, did a research on the requirements for registration. He presented his findings which are as follows:



Requirements for registration:

1. We have to pick a name for the organization.

2. Five member names are required for the application.

3. There must be a statement of purpose.

4. There must be an official address for the group.

5. Registration Cost
Three names must be submitted with the first name being the preferred name.

The names suggested during the meeting include:

· FILTECH

· FIL-IT

· PHILTECH

It was decided that suggestions for the group's name will be solicited through the FilNet e-groups distribution list and we will have a democratic vote.

The following names were suggested:

· Manny Masongsong

· Vic Ingco

· Roy Dumagpi

· Irene Balao

· Poch Piezas

The document, Introduction to FilNet which was initially prepared by Many and contains the group's objectives, was reviewed. Art will extract from this document the statement of purpose for the application. 

We also would have to state how the organization will be structured and set up. Therefore, once registered, we will conduct elections on a regular basis as part of our constitution.

Manny Masongsong's address will be used for FilNet's official address for the time-being.

Total cost to register including name search, society registration and society rules manual will be about $123.


The group would need to provide additional suggestions. This will be announced via the FilNet e-groups distribution list.

The BC Society Act requires that the application include five names. The five people chosen were basically those who were present in the original meeting and/or are currently active in carrying out work on behalf of the group.

Art will incorporate the FilNet objectives in the statement of the society's purpose, identify the positions to be held and when elections are to be held.

Art will use Manny's address for the application.

Art will include the amount when the application is submitted. This will be covered from collected membership fees.
During the meeting, it was suggested that we also consider unique Filipino names such as Sampaguita, etc., not just some acronym. However, it must symbolize something Filipino.

Manny suggested that a Filipino name for the "web" would be a good one. The name "sapot" was mentioned but it was deemed inappropriate because of the way it sounds (i.e., "supot").

If you have any concerns or objections to this selection, please raise your concern by sending your comments to the FilNet discussion group.

There were some basic generic society by-laws which are already provided in the application.

Application review meeting
The five named applicants will meet prior to the application being sent to Victoria to review and sign the application form.
The five named applicants should meet once the group's name has been chosen.

Art will submit the form along with the required fee as soon as the above 5 applicants have met.


Group membership fee
As agreed during the last meeting, we will set the initial membership fee as $20 to cover the cost of the BC Society application, InterNIC charges for our website and other initial start up expenses.

During the meeting, we were able to collect $200 which is more than adequate to cover the society registration.
Art, as the group's treasurer, will be responsible for temporarily keeping the collected fees and for disbursing amounts for the necessary start up expenses.

The members, who will be required to complete an application form and pay the fee will be considered the original members of FilNet (or whatever name is selected for the group).
It is hoped that if all the members pay the fee, we would then have sufficient funds to have in a bank account.

We suggested Art to become our treasurer because of his proven integrity, prior experience with managing funds among various organizations and as a credit manager for a significant company. He also has an accredited designation.

Membership
As agreed to during the last meeting, the categories of membership will be:

· Regular members

· Associate members

· Students

The regular members are those whose careers or training are in information technology. A non-IT person who is interested but is not fully employed in IT capacity or does not have the training can join as an associate member.

Students are still taking IT-related training can join as student members.

FilNet website
Manny announced that he loaded his version of the website on Geocities. The site's temporary URL is www.geocities.com/filnet_canada. He provided the password and ID for maintenance purposes to Cal and Grace.
Grace will clean up the design while Anthony and Irene as previously agreed upon, will maintain the site on an on-going basis.

Cal also has indicated that he has started working on the individual member profiles.
Please note that Anthony also has produced an even better design however lacking in content. We will, therefore, come up with a final website based on the two.

The members are asked to ignore the picture on the main web page. Manny copied it from his family website just to put something there. We will replace it our logo or a picture of the FilNet member of the month.

Website advertising as additional source of funding.
It was discussed and agreed that once we are fully organized, we will accept business advertising on our website for a donation amount.

The group will have to discuss this in more detail during the next meeting.

Member profiles
The members will be required to complete a member's profile which will be kept in our files and posted in our website.
Cal will compile the individual profiles and do a write up for each member. He also has already taken and digitized some of the member pictures.


Application form
Manny was unable to complete the membership  application form but will do so by next meeting.
Manny will complete this form.

All members will be required to complete an application form.


FilNet e-groups member data
There were so far only 11 who have completed their data.
All members should complete their data sheets.
Those of you who are not receiving mail through the FilNet distribution, please send your name and e-mail address to either one of our moderators: Poch or Jimmy.

Meeting hours
Someone commented that our meetings seem to start/end late and not on time, i.e., Filipino time.

Please let us know if 2 pm is too early to start the meetings. Most people don't arrive until about 3.

Next Meeting
It will be on Dec. 11th. Venue still have to be verified.

Topics will include our on-going planning session for the group's activities, confirm roles and responsibilities, discuss the latest IT news and developments and provide an update on our application for registration.
The general membership is being asked to suggest topics to discuss during the next meetings.
If you would like to volunteer to host our meeting, please let us know.






Minutes prepared by:

Manny Masongsong

November 22, 1999

