FilNet Information Technology Society 

· the association of Filipino-Canadians in Information Technology in BC

Minutes of meeting held January. 8th, 2000 at 3:00 p.m.

Location:  De Malong's residence, Surrey

Attendees:

· Alban, Ed


· Arzadon, Jimmy


· Balao, Irene


· Bastillo Jr., Gonzalo


· Bastillo, Gina


· Decena, Rick


· Dumagpi, Roy


· Galvez , Joan


· Ingco, Vic


· Limbago, Nilo


· Malong, De


· Masongsong, Manny 

· Mendoza ,Art


· Pinili, Mario


· Rago, Benny


· San Diego, Cindy


· Sumaling, Ric


· Suralta, Anthony

· Tolentino, Emily


· Velasco, Kennedy


· Venida, Cal


· Yupangco, Jim


Host: De Malong

The meeting was presided by Manny Masongsong and started at 3:15 p.m. with the introduction of the attendees.

TOPICS COVERED AND DECISIONS TAKEN:

ISSUE/TOPIC
DECISION/ UPDATE
RESPONSIBILITY

(FOLLOW-UP ACTION)
COMMENTS / ADDITIONAL DETAILS

Introduction of members
The attendees were introduced to each other, that includes three new recruits

Manny as per Art's suggestion gave the new members orientation on the primary objectives of FilNet.  The new members were encouraged to visit the temporary FilNet website.

Meeting Agenda
The purpose of today's meeting and topics to cover were presented to the attendees (as per earlier distribution).



Minutes of last meeting
The minutes of the Dec 10th meeting was reviewed. 

Refer to Dec. 10 minutes in the FilNet web site for further details 

Update on FilNet application as a Society 

· Review on the proposed by-laws 

· BC Society Application Review
Status of appliation

Bylaw requirements

Dirctors and Members
The official name  of  FilNet, which has already been reserved, is FilNet Information Technology Society

The by-laws on-hand is complete and will be adapted with slight amendment such as the term of office of the Board members from one year to two years.

The names of five members were submitted as officers or Members of the Board of Directors in the group’s application as a non-profit organization and in compliance with the requirements of the B.C. Society.

Part of formal organization of the group is to set one general meeting per year; one meeting per month featuring IT presentation, and designation of accountant/auditor.

Defined meanings of Member and Duties of Officers


The following members are to finalize and sign the Filnet Constitution and Bylaws:

· Irene Balao

· Roy Dumagpi

· Art Mendoza

· Vic Ingco

· Poch Piezas

· Manny Masongsong

Manny Masongsong wo submit the application for incorporation after all signatures are acquired.

As we do not have an office, the Society's address will be the residence of Manny Masongsong in North Delta. It will be subsequently changed once the change is deemed necessary.


Based from the by-laws of the B.C. Socities, 

Manny reiterates  that

FilNet Info Tech Society is a non-profit organization:

· cannot use the group as business entity

· can accept donation or sponsorships from private or business entities

· can hold fund-raising to cover expenses and activities of the group 

Manny also emphasized that the Board of Directors is not liable for any personal and financial damages that might result from attending the group’s meeting or other activities.

De Malong raised the questions on borrowing from banks on behalf of the society but was decided to be pre-mature since the group is still in its conception stage.

Art brought up the qualifications for an auditor as required by the by-laws and the potential need for external audit of the group financial statement.

De Malong suggested creation of a  “back-up” set for Members of Board of Directors.  It was agreed that such changes to the organizational structure would be reviewed later.  In the meantime, FilNet will maintain the present set-up to expedite the group registration process.



Website work and roles

Host server

Website name


Manny has created an initial, basic FilNet temporary web site on www.geocities.com/filnet_canada. It was built using straight HTML coding just to get something going and provide the members a basic foundation to start with. He does not have much time to follow up and maintain the site all by himself and would like the support of the rest of the team to improve and maintain the site.

We will accept the offer from Dean Guzman who has a server to host our site. 

We need Dean's server's IP address to register our site with InterNIC.

We will use the site name www.filnet.org, or www.filnet.bc.ca but will require the IP address and the required fee to get properly registered.

Create an Internet Committee responsible for designing, developing and  maintaining of the professional-looking web site

Proposed Enhancements

· Incorporate an on-line registration form for prospective members instead of its current Word format for initial gathering of data. However, a signed hardcopy still would have  to be submitted by the applicants.

· Create relational database for member profiles 

· Adjust the site's webpages to accommodate all browsers.

· Search capability 

· Link to each member page

· Link to other related sites, especially IT career related sites and Filipino cultural sites such as PhilRadio, etc.

Monitor and ensure the integrity of the site by purchasing cheap firewall.

Investigate how we can advsertise local Filipino businesses for a token donation to help raise funds to support Filnet's objectives and operation.
It was suggested that the members submit their design and suggestion for the logo, website scheme, theme and colours during the next meeting.

Anthony and Grace will get together to initially map out a design for the Filnet website, then submit the proposal to the rest of the group for their comments before implementation. Manny is to provide Anthony with the password and Yahoo member ID to be used by him and Grace.

Manny to contact Dean to find out what facilities and services he has on his server (e.g., IIS, Microsoft Office, etc. that we can use legally.

Manny to discuss with Dean.

The Internet Committee which is composed of Irene, Anthony, Dean and Grace will massage what Manny has put together to make it lively and professional looking through the use of design elements, graphics, lively colours and some java applets.

This should be a simple process according to Anthony.

Kennedy is to maintain this database once detailed data is collected.

Cal Venida has promised to put together a link to each member based on skills, industry, application knowledge, technical platforms, etc.

We will link to the appropriate IT websites, career websites and Filipino cultural websites and act as a portal for the entire Filipino community in BC.

Manny to investigate how much a firewall would cost and address the procedures necessary to monitor and recover the site from hacker attacks.

Manny to discuss potential arrangements with local Filipino businesses.
Suggestions from other members are open to enhance the appearance and liveliness of the site  

It was emphasized that all software used for the Filnet website must be legally acquired and licenced. 

Our aim is to make the FilNet website reflect the professional nature of the organization and its members.

Ensure that the site has back-up copies and the committee introduce changes to the members before implementing. 



Schedule and Plans for Year 2000
Topics from February to June 2000 include

February - 

· E-commerce (We will ask Dean and Nino to provide an overview) and 

· Object Oriented Design (Irene)

March – Peoplesoft application  overview

April  - FilNet website and the magic behind the Internet (Internet committee)

May - Computer Security and Computer Crime (Manny to present basic principles and case studies)

June – Careers in IT and Contract work

We will plan for 
February 5th (12th is too close to Valentine's), LIDA lite in Langley courtesy of De Malong. Exact address will be announced well before the meeting.

Roy Dumagpi

Website Committee

Manny Masongsong

Round-table discussion - everyone shares his/her experience and suggest guidance to those who need them.

 
Investigate having a FilNet booth on the Philippine Independence Day celebration.

It was agreed that we should standardize on Microsoft Powerpoint to make our presentations effective, efficient, professional looking and consistent.

Venue for the other presentations will be determined prior to the meetings.

Other Topics
Acknowledgments of job postings from members (e.g., Irene for posting the Network Analyst position at ICBC).

Bring samples of logo in the next meeting.
All members
Members are encouraged to post openings at their companies for IT positions and assist those  members who are still looking for opportunities in this field.

Filnet Fees and Treasury
Art has collected a total of $335. Disbursements amount to  $118.21 leaving a balance of $216.79.

It was re-emphasized that the fee for normal membership will be $20, associates $10 and students $5. Honorary members are provided free membership.
Art to provide a report on the group's financial status at each meeting.
The cost include the amount required to research and reserve the Filnet official name and to obtain a complete copy of the BC Society Act which Art now has in his possession.

Still outstanding is the incorporation fee of $75.

Next Meeting
De Malong has volunteered to host the next meeting at his office on February 5th at 3 pm. It will be held at the Ledalite office in Langley. Location details will be provided before the meeting.

The agenda will include: 

· an update of our incorporation application, 

· plans for our first general meeting, director election and induction of officers 

· collection of personal and professional data for our data base, 

· the two presentations.
De Malong to reserve the facility and advise Filnet of availability.

Presenters should prepare their materials for their presentation.

Attendees should prepare questions regarding the topics.
Coffee will be available along with overhead projection equipment. The presenters must bring their own laptop with Powerpoint presentation files.

The members are encourage to bring some contribution towards our snacks and refreshments.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned after 5 pm.

The attendees expressed their thanks and appreciation to De for hosting the meeting and for preparing the delicious dish and refreshments. Also, thanks to all of you who brought your contribution to our meal.

Additional Information and Further Updates:

· Congratulations to all as this is the highest attendance that we have achieved to-date.

· A week after the meeting, Poch has suggested to Manny about him giving a presentation on the differences between Windows 95, NT and 2000. Because this is a subject of great interest to most members, we will discuss re-aligning the topics as already scheduled during our next meeting.

· Manny has submitted to the BC Government our application for incorporation as a non-profit society to be governed under the rules of the BC Society Act. This was made after a meeting to finalyze the constitution and the bylaws of the organization and after the signatures of five initial applicants were received. Special thanks to Irene, Vic, Roy and Art who went out of their way to make this possible. We are just now waiting from the Minister of Finance and Corporate and Personal Registries office to confirm our incorporation. The general membership will be advised as soon as we received word of our incorporation.

This excellent Meeting Minutes document was prepared by Emily Tolentino with some contributions from Manny Masongsong. Also, special thanks to Cindy San Diego for compiling a list of those who attended. Without the significant efforts and contributions from people like De, Cal, Anthony, Grace, Art, Roy, Vic, Irene, Poch, Jimmy, Dean, Emily, Cindy, and many others whom I have failed to mention here, it would be difficult for our organization to move forward and attain our objectives and help our fellow Pinoy IT workers. We really fully appreciate the time and effort you've spent to make this a worthwhile endeavor.

Please be patient as we're almost there!

